
COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS  1 
 

 
 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION OF MORGAN COUNTY, COLORADO 

Minutes of Special Meeting 
July 27, 2021 

 
The Board of Morgan County Commissioners sitting as the Morgan County Board of Equalization (the “Board of 
Equalization”) met on Tuesday, July 27, 2021 at 9:01 a.m. with Chairman Mark Arndt, Commissioner Jon Becker, 
and Commissioner Gordon Westhoff in attendance.  County Attorney Kathryn Sellars appeared remotely. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS  
 
Chairman Arndt stated these appeals come before the Morgan County Board of County Commissioners sitting as the 
Morgan County Board of Equalization (the “Board”).  
 
Each appeal listed below will be considered as a separate matter and the Board will conduct a hearing on each 
appeal. Chairman Arndt read aloud the procedures that would be followed for each hearing in detail. 
 

1. Power, Angela Lindsey & Meriwether 
R016396 
 

Angela Lindsey and Meriwether Power, Schedule No. R016396 address being 621 Ash Street, Fort Morgan, CO 
provided their presentation in which a documented presentation was also provided.   
 
Questions were asked by Chairman Arndt of the petitioner regarding the specifics that had been presented with a 
response provided by the petitioner.   
 
At this time, Ted Boggess, representing Morgan County Assessor’s office spoke, provided his presentation as to the 
data and information utilized in reaching the assessment of the property utilizing a document with the detailed 
information regarding his assessment of the property.       
 
Questions were asked by the Board with responses provided by Assessor Tim Amen and Mr. Boggess. 
 
Commissioner Becker provided further comments regarding his concern about the recent appraisal that was 
conducted in reference to a refinancing measure and the fact the appraiser did conduct the appraisal by entering the 
home, and the assessor’s office did not enter the home when they conducted their assessment. Commissioner Becker 
stated he would be in favor of the petitioner’s data and lower assessment of the property given the appraisal that was 
completed and provided.  The assessor’s office did confirm that the appraisal completed was within the allowable 
time frame in utilizing the data provided and feels they have provided the justification necessary to prove their 
assessment of the property.   
 
Assessor Tim Amen stated they are not required to enter the property for the final evaluation, and reminded the 
Board the comps that were used were all average condition and explained the reason for their assessment values. 
Discussion followed regarding the cost basis provided in the recent appraisal with Mr. Amen stating cost basis 
cannot be utilized in their assessment of the value. 
 
Chairman Arndt asked the appellant if they agreed or disagreed with the comparable being provided at today’s 
hearing, with the petitioner stating this is more data than that was provided to them prior to the hearing today.   
 
Commissioner Westhoff made the motion to approve the $296,730 appraisal value instead of the Assessor’s value of 
$296,990.  There being no second to the motion, this motion died.     
 
Chairman Arndt then provided comment as to his justification to uphold the valuation as determined by the 
Assessor’s office.   
 
At this time, a motion was made by Commissioner Westhoff to uphold the assessor’s value at $296,990.00.   
The motion was seconded by Chairman Arndt.  The motion passed 2-1 with Commissioner Becker being the 
dissenting vote.   
  
   

2. French, Larry L & Sandra J 
R008519 
 

Larry French, appellant, stated his address as being 919 Pawnee Street, Fort Morgan, CO spoke to the Board 
explaining he has a piece of property located at 800 Pawnee Street that is classified as commercial property and 
asked for an explanation as to why it is classified in this manner.  Mr. French further provided his presentation in 
detail.  Commissioner Becker asked Mr. French when the buildings were built, with Mr. French providing his 
answer as being probably eight to ten years ago with Assessor Amen stating in 2010 and 2013. 
 
Assessor Tim Amen explained the property in detail explaining it is assessed at 29 percent, whereas it has a non-
residential building on the property which is a requirement as set by statute.  Mr. Amen further provided his office’s 
assessment of the property in detail explaining how the assessment was made and stated the presentation includes a 
document regarding how the land is assessed.   Mr. Ryan Winn, also representing the Assessor’s Office, provided 
additional information as to the data he used during his assessment. 
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Commissioner Becker asked Mr. French if he is necessarily indicting the valuation is incorrect or if it is due to being 
taxed at the 29 percent rate.  Mr. French stated he is questioning the rate he is being assessed, not the assessed value 
with Commissioner Becker providing further information as to the reason he is being taxed at the 29 percent rate and 
explained the Board cannot do anything about the 29 percent tax rate.  Mr. Winn provided further information as 
well.   Mr. French stated he understands he will be required to pay what has been assessed and thanked the 
Assessor’s office for the information. 
 
Commissioner Becker made the motion to uphold the assessor’s value and deny the petition for appeal for Larry L.  
and Sandra J. French, Schedule No. R008519, as recommended with Commissioner Westhoff seconding the motion, 
and motion carried 3-0. 
 

3. Darbin, Durwood 
R012546, M001510 
 

Assessor Tim Amen asked for an update with Karla Powell, Administrative Services Manager, presented to the 
Board information regarding the applicant Durwood Darbin, Schedule No. R012546, M001510.  She stated Mr. 
Darbin did state he would not be attending today as he did reach an agreement with the Assessor’s office as to his 
appeal.  Paul Vowell, representing the Assessor’s office, stated he did meet with Mr. Darbin and was able to 
decrease the valuation and will provide the information to the Board.  Ms. Powell stated Mr. Darbin did state he 
would be submitting a withdrawal of his appeal.   
  
Commissioner Becker made the motion to uphold the assessor’s reappraised value regarding M001510 at 
$11,250.00 with Commissioner Westhoff seconding the motion.  At this time, the motion passed 3-0. 
 
Commissioner Westhoff made the motion to uphold the assessor’s reappraised value regarding R012546, in the 
amount of $89,850.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Becker and motion passed 3-0. 
  
 

4. Leprino Food Company 
R016343, R018445, R018446, R018447 
 

Assessor Tim Amen indicated that the appellant has requested an administrative denial, as of July 26, 2021.   
Chairman Arndt noted R016343, R018445, R018446, R018447.    
 
Commissioner Becker made the motion to grant the request for administrative denial for the accounts mentioned and 
as described by the Morgan County Assessor.  Commissioner Westhoff seconded the motion and motion carried 3-0.  
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:08 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan L. Bailey 
Clerk to the Board 
 
(Minutes ratified August 10, 2021) 
 

 
 
 
 
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MORGAN COUNTY, COLORADO 

        
                                                                s/Mark A. Arndt  
Mark A. Arndt, Chairman 

 
                                            s/ Jon J. Becker 

Jon J. Becker, Commissioner 
 
                                          s/Gordon H. Westhoff 

     Gordon H. Westhoff, Commissioner  
 

 
(SEAL) 
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